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As the title would indicate, “Dial ‘M’
for Murder” is a murder mystery, and
a pretty popular one, too, familiar to
many people from the 1954 Hitchcock
film starring Grace Kelly and Ray
Milland. However, before it was
brought to the big screen, “Dial ‘M’”
was a stage production by British play-
wright Frederick Knott, and it is with
that play that the Cider Mill Playhouse
is opening its 2007-2008 season. 

“Dial ‘M’” takes place in the milieu
of the cocktail party crowd in 1950s
London, in the apartment of former
tennis star Tony Wendice and his rich
wife, Margot. 

“It’s kind of like a ’50s time capsule
piece,” said Patrick Toon, who plays
Wendice. “It’s a familiar yet different
world which is fun to inhabit.”

One of those differences is most
people drank like crazy and smoked
like chimneys, anywhere and every-
where, and while we may be a lot
healthier now that smoking is banned
in public spaces, smoking’s fall from
acceptance is the loss of a major tool in
the theatrical arsenal. 

“But it really does change things a
lot, taking away smoking. We cut [the
smoking in the show] completely,”
said director Tom Kremer. “Even the
references to it. Even the reference to
a silver cigarette case was changed to a
silver box.

“The drinking is still there. Even the
wallpaper from the ’50s had cocktail
glasses on it. But it changes a lot of
what one can do as far as staging. In
the ’50s people even put out little con-
tainers of cigarettes on coffee tables
and ashtrays around the room. It was
cool stuff to play with as an actor. …
you always had the advantage of hav-
ing ashtrays around to help you move
the stage picture. You ended
up down stage right because
that’s where the ashtray
was.”

When an actor’s craft re-
lies on every possible ges-
ture, there’s a lot that
can be conveyed
through smoking,
Kremer said, from
the way the ciga-
rette or pipe or ci-
gar is held to the
way it is exhaled
— and every-
thing in be-
tween. And,
because of
the na-
ture

of the show, its tobacco-free update is
one of the few things Kremer can dis-
cuss freely. 

“In talking about a murder mystery
you don’t want to say much, so I am
going to say that there is an ex-tennis
star and his rich wife, an American TV
writer and the tennis star’s college
buddy from Cambridge. One of these
people gets killed. In addition to that,
there is an inspector, there’s money,
there are keys and there is a tele-

phone. That’s it,” he said.
“Any more than that, and it

will hurt part of the play be-
cause it actually starts

being a mystery very
early into the play.”

Although
Kremer was un-
willing to elabo-
rate on any

more
than

the most rudimentary aspects of the
show, he said it is very easy to follow
the action. 

“It’s actually very simple, and it’s all
laid out. That’s why, if I say anything, I
am going to take a whole scene away,”
he said. “The fun for an audience is to
see if they can figure it out before the
inspector does and early enough so
(that) they can yell at the innocent
character: ‘Don’t go into that room!’”

Don’t try prying any spoilers out of
Toon, either. 

“I play the tennis star,” he said with
a laugh. “That’s about all I can tell
you.”

Thursday, September 20, 2007 Press & Sun-Bulletin 3

Todd Evans

Shhh! It’s a secret

Ï What: The Cider Mill Playhouse
presents “Dial ‘M’ for Murder”

Ï When: 8:15 p.m. Thursdays-
Saturdays and 7:30 p.m. Sundays
through Oct. 14 

Ï Where: Cider Mill Playhouse,
2 S. Nanticoke Ave., Endicott

Ï Tickets: Saturdays $28, Fridays
$27, Thursdays and Sundays $25 (stu-
dents/seniors $23, 18 and under on Sun-
days when accompanied by adult $10);
available at Cider Mill box office

Ï Details: 748-7363, www.
cidermillplayhouse.org

Cast cuts smoking but raises
smoke screens about mystery 

Age, place of residence
and instruments played

39; Sidney; guitar and vocals

How do you describe
your music?

“A blend of Dave Matthews’
sophisticated rhythms, Alanis Mor-
risette’s self-analysis and a hook
from a Barenaked Ladies song.”

Musical influences
Dave Matthews, Porcupine Tree,

Neil Young, Grant Lee Buffalo

Day job
Database programmer

Best gig
“The best gig I've ever played

was as the closing act Friday night
at the 1999 Philadelphia Folk Festi-
val. I was playing lead guitar for the
Celtic rock band Tempest, and
there were thousands of people in
the audience. It was loud and hot,

and we brought the house down
that night. I had to step back for a
moment and tell myself, ‘This is it.
If only it could feel like this every
night!’ It was a dream fulfilled.”

Worst gig
“My worst gig was back in

1996. We were driving from
Boston to
Nashua, N.H., in
blinding rain and
somehow the van
with all the gear
got lost in the
endless traffic. After 45 minutes of
pacing in the parking lot outside
the show hoping the gear would
make arrive, it finally did. Immedi-
ately, everyone in the band
started screaming and pointing
the blame at each other for the
van getting lost. No one at the
club gave any indication that they
cared whether we played or when,

so we set up our gear, played a set
for the nearly empty room while
we glared at each other on stage
still furious with each other, then
packed up the van and drove back
home without getting paid a
dime.”

Last CDs you bought
“A three-pack:

Saxon's ‘Cru-
sader,’ Loudness’
‘Lightning Strikes’
and Axe’s ‘Offer-
ing.’ Getting back

to my ’80s metal roots.”

Musician you'd most like
to meet or perform with

“Dave Matthews Band. I’ve met
them but to perform with them
would be amazing.”

Upcoming gigs
Ï Wednesday: Singer/Song-

writer Showcase, Cyber Café West,

Binghamton, 8 p.m. (Also appear-
ing: John Kanazawich, Jeff
Stachyra, Dena LaBarbera, Chris
Merkley, Pinecone Fletcher and
Brittany Garrison.)

Web site
www.toddevans.net or

www.myspace.com/toddsevans

Future plans
“I plan to continue working as a

programmer by day while writing
and performing my music in the
central New York region as time
permits.”

Other comments
“I’d like to thank John Kanaza-

wich for inviting me to be a part of
the Singer/Songwriter Showcase.
John has been instrumental in intro-
ducing me to the music and arts
scene in the Binghamton area.”

— Chris Kocher

Soundcheck is a weekly fea-
ture that profiles regional musi-
cians and bands with upcoming
shows in the area. To get pro-
filed, e-mail ckocher@press
connects.com. See past profiles
at www.pressconnects.com/
soundcheck.
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